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Use of Imagerj; to Develop Character Essay

stain of blood becomes a mental one as Macbeth and Lady Macbeth continue to bear the burden
of their guilt. They cannot answer the question of whether their hands will ever be clean and
therefore cannot answer the emptying void inside themselves. Unable to bear the g;lilt, Lady
Macbeth takes her own life, leaving Macbeth to ask the docior whether he can "minister to a
mind diseased" (V, iii, 50). But the doctor solemmnly replies that one with such a disease "must

minister to himself" (V, iv, 57).

Shakespeare uses fair/foul, light/darkness, and blood imagery to reveal things that cannot
be seen to the reader such as Macbeth's psychological state, deepening ambition, and residing
guilt. Therefore, imagery allows Macbeth to become a character characterized by internal
conflictions rather than external appearances. As Macbeth continues to acknowledge the coaxing
of his ambition, he nears the edge of total madness, the brink of mental deterioration. Macbeth
literally becomes a "walking shadow” (V, v, 27) of corruption, moral unbalance, and hopeless

desperation.















